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HE Author of This f mall Piece is altogether 
K^ M unknown to me^ and as to the Name Ifuffofe it 

^ p- is a made one ; becaufe neither the flace where 

it is Printed is exprejjedj nor the Printers 

^ name. I eonjeifure the Author of it to be a Calvinift^ 

^ hy reafon of his great kindnef for that Religijony as af^ 

J fears in his Title fage^ and throughout the Booky caSing 

^ it every vphere the Evangelical Religion. Bejides^in the 

beginning of the Third Section he faUs very jbarply 

upon the Lutherans and Arminians, as if none had 

been guitty of the Crimes there charged but they. But be 

this as it mlly I am much better ajfured the Book was 

Printed beyond the Seas and imported into England, both 

by the Paper^ Print^ and P erf on of whom I had it. 

I have taken the pains to turn it as weS as I can into 
Engltjhy becaufe I conceive it may be ufeful to fome of 
my Countrey men who cannot read it in the Original ; and 
iflfhouldhappen to be mijlaken^the wonder will not be 
great. 

And yet T cannot forbear taking a little more tains 
with it before I know what JbaS be the event of that 
which I have already undergone, becaufe I conceive 
there may be many 'other Caufes of the etfcreafe of the 
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The Trandator to the Reader, 

^homin^hle and comfrehenftve fm of Atheifm befides thoje 
my Author hath mentioned. 

It h.ti been ohfetv^d by many Learned men who Save ' 
r^jle£fed on t/j€ tempers of the fever al Jg es of the IVorld^ 
that the more ignorant times have been firongly prone 
• ' to Suftrfiition ; rvhence^ I fnppofe^ was taken that com--^ 
mon Proverb^ that Ignorance is the lYicfther pf Devo- 
tion. There being no people fo ftemingly Devout as the 
SuperflitiQUs. It wontd make a man amazed' to fee whutt 
ridiculous things our Anceftors believed in the dark times 
ofFopery here in England. No man can read the ft or y 
of the Monk of Eve (ham which f lis three whole leaves 
Anno 1 195. in Matth. Paris, wherein U a very exaSl account of off 

the Pains and Places of Purgatory. Or that in Guli- 

dmus }^^wbng<^n(is concerning the two Green children 

lib. UC.16. that were found at Wolpet/>? Suffolk, .and came out of 

St. Martins Land^ where the Sun never fhines, andwher-e 

they never fee any greater light than that of a twilight ^^c. 

If Ay J no man can read thefe parages in men of that great 

capacity tha$ they were of in comp^rifon of others who 

lived in the fametimeSy^ but he mufl admire the creJiulh- 

ty and ignorance of thofe Ages; and if the great m^n 

• and Scholars could fwallow fuch things^ m may from 

thence conjeffure how large the Faith affd Belief of the 

meaner people was. 

Quin& vide Q^ fij^ Other fide, the Age of Augudus (^in which 

ipfa, in MhcHi timet our Saviour took upon him our Nature ) were^ 

mum ^TQcXm^ as Learmd^ Polite and flourifbing times as ever hapned 

Srt'goftii^^^ /i&c Creation of the iVofdd ; hutrthen they were the 

Ofaris; tran- mofi corrupt too. in point of Manners^ an4 the mofk 

quaia fbiffc. Atheifiical in point of Belief 

prfiiPim, ■* ^^ they were Learned, wilt appear to any mah 

that fball re^d the Works i^/ -Cicero, Livy, Virgil^ 
Horace, Jofephus,&c And we may be ajfur^d that aS 
the more Antitnt Greek. and Latin Books which arefnct 

loft,. 



' The T^an^^ator to the Reader.' 

lofi^ were aH then extanty and horn much the Ron^ans in ' 
that Age envied the Grecians the reputation of Learning 

"^ fviti thence appear tooy tho'* as Ammhnus Msircellinus 
acquain^ts tis about three Centuries after they became 

• vpholly carelefi of Books and Learned men, Bibliotliecis 
in Sepulchrorum rku in perpet'uum claufis, Their l-^^c.^ P^7* 
Libraries being like Sepulchres jbut up never to be opened 
more. And a little higher. Pro Philofbpho Cantor; 
&in locum Oratoris Do^ar artium ludicrarum Ac- 
citur, They entertained infiead of a Philofopher a^ ^ 

, Singing man^ ^ndinfleadofan Orator a Teacher of Lu- 
dicrom Arts : but that it was not fo in the times I m^n*- 
tion^ is apparent from the great number of excellent 
Books that were then- written^ 

But then the fame Books will fufficiently acquaint Ui 
wit}) the Vnivtrfal corruption of manners that then 
raged throughout the whole world ^^ and God btpraifed^ 
thd our times feem to be equal in Ltarningy they art not 
yet fd badasthofe were^ in point of Morality. 

Nor did Atheifm and her Sifter Hypocrifit rage lefS Cicero de fine 
' in that Age than debauchery. The Philofophy that was L^a^.dc fair* 
^ then in Vogut was the Epicurean^ of which Se£t moft of t^Yi^xl.-^.Q^i^;,. 
the great men e?/*Rome in thofe times were, as the Selh 
of the Sadduces prevailed upon the great men of the Jew- Jofeph. Ant, 
. ifh Nation at-the fame time which was not much better ^-^^^^^^^^ 
than the Epicurean Philofophy being but a fort ofdif- 
guifed Atheifm. . ^ 

.Nor was the covetous y ambitious^ infolent and fatti^ 
OHs Hypocrifie of the Phdrifees^ lefi odious to God^ and^ 
mifchievous to all trueReligion^ than the contrary Jim 
of Atheifm ; as ap fears by our Saviours conjoyning thenA 
always in his fevere reprehenfions and' thr^ts-: and T 
dotibt not but much of the Impiety of that age fj^ung- 
from mens obferving the Vanity of theft- ot^tfide Pre^ 
tenders to piety ^ and that ip meer abhor f^cc of thein 
ftiB^tties many rm into t he-other extream. . JS«?- 



The trartflator to tlic Reader. 

Beesufe it may feem a little firange to mofi men 
that thefe two effeBs jbonU firing from fuch unlikely 
canfes^ I mil pre fume to offer fomething as the Caufes of 
them^ th(f I jball ferhafs fleafe no body but my felf by 
the Attempt. 

As to the firfi^ Ignsrance alone never frodticed any 

Dtvotion in any man* Butbecattfe in every Jge God 

has exerted and maniftfted his Pooler and Providence ; 

Apud impcri- thofe times that had kafi Natural Philofofhy in them have 

tos prodigii attributedto himnot only all thofe zreat things s which he 

loco accipieba- . , , ... % ^n. r- n j ry ' r* 

tuc ipfz^q'jsi' tn realtty did to demonjtrate hts Power and Care of 
rum pcnuria.-. men^ but aH thofe Works of Nature too which they could 
forsf feu naw- ^^ undtrfiandy fuch as Eclipfts and the like : by which 
rasnuncfatum means men became fo Credulous that they e^ifily belieyec[ 

& IraDei vo- ^^y ^y^^^ ^f^^^ ^^^ f^j^ ^f^ r^ ^^^ ^-f ability to 
cabatur. r>c5. ,.^ ^ i /> ^ ,r t t -^ 3 t -^ t -^ 

iy.^4, r.z^. dtjvtrn truth from Falfehood^ and others that were 

more Crafty did work upon this temper and drive oh the 
Quibus quaj- Chei^ for their own advantage^ ft iU more and more de^ 
Supcrftition^ lading the Superflitio US and fearful y that^hey might in-- 
Animi. xm i. creafe their own Wealth and Power by their needle f Su* 
^' f^^ft^^^ ^^d foolijb fear. 

parum Philo- B»f on the other fide in thofe times in which Natu- 
fophia; naturae jral Philofophy hath floisrifbtd^ men being by that en- 
iiKliim In^- ^bled to fearch into the Natural and Second Caufes of 
thcifiBBmi at things^ have many times from their difcoveries con- 

^^'•^°m cos^ad ^^^^y ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ > ^^^ ^^^ ^'^ things 
Rcligionem fucceeded in a Regular and Natural courfe ; and if 
circumagerc. there hafftnedfome things which they could give no ac- 
fdelit^xyi. ^otmt of they either ditbetieved them^ or thought there 

was a Natural Caufe tho^ they could not for the prefent 
fnd it out. 

Again^ the ffirar^e^ and to men unfearchable order 
of the Divine Providence in fhe Government of the 
World^ has to Learned Men and Ages ^ been very fro- 
iM&pvt of Atheifm } it ^ obferved by Laftantius 
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The Tranfktor to the Reader: I 

that the fro/^rity of the Wicked^ and themiftry 4;^^ Dc falfa Sapi- i 
,. afflimoh of the Good and VirtHOHs X9as the thing that '"'^''^ ^•'' '^* \ 
dj • • gave Epicurus the frjl hint of fetting np his AtheiftUk 
of Philofofhy.. 
hj T^o which if we pie aft to add the f ride of men who . , 

m>uld ke thought to under fi and every things to have no 
f.m dependance^ no not ufonGod himfeif \ and to be under 
'oi : no rejtraint or aw: It will fomewhat mitigate the won-- 
e; der. St. Paul oiferveth that Knowledge puflfeth up. 
ve . And there u nothing fo certain dU that the mojt Learned 
and prosperous times which have ever gone together harve^ 
been the mofi proud and infoknty and forgetful of God 
and all Goodnefy ^(p^fi^g ^^ Religion and Vertue ; . 
vfheteas on the contrary^ times of great JffliStions^ Warr^ 
Famines^ Plagues y and the like^ teach men their imbe- Atlvcrf* deb* 
utility /nakt them humbk^ndjhesP them bow miferMe and ^« res ad mo. 
helpkp they are without a God to proteB and Provide onu™' conriir 
for them; and I do truely believe that more of the A- gimusincapi- 
theifm of this and all former Jgeshave (pruhgfrom the ^**"^d*fedcm . 
Pride and Security of men who thought they flood in need jovis, 0. Af* 
of na Gody by reafon (f their wtdth and great nefi^ than ^^'^^^^ 
from any ether caufe whatfoever. 

Projperity is not only the caufe of Pride but {f «S?ii- ncjIMw crl- 
fuality and cf all other forts (y^ debauchery ; men f)&4)r men abcft facl-^ 
f have Wealth at their command^ andkifure and' liberty "f Jl^"^^"^*"!^*^ 
to impkyit as theypkafe^ do too often n%ake a. very bad paupertas ro-»^ 
r I ^f^ ^f ^A ^^ ^^^^ ^^& ^^'^^ multiplied their Jins. ^^^ perlt™ 
f 1 ^g^tifi heaven tiU they ca^n fcarce hope for Mercy from r^^ fccuU^^ 
wa^ if^nite goodnef that dwells there^ and dd^uched Luxu. Divitiasc 
and corrupted their Naures^ that they have bM //r/& ^^"^;^^*'' 
/nore of a man than the jbape andjpeech kft^ they then 
b^gin- to think it their inter efk^ that there jbould he no 
Cod to punifi} them : and fo endeofvotsr to perfwade 
themfkhes and others that indeed there is none. A^d- 
I am^ perfwadedy God in his Jt^ice gives, up many of 
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The Translator to the Reader^ 

them to a mind void vf Judgmtnt^ fo that they heeoms 
fwcurahle to all hut God; And that they art aim 6ft as 
miferahle as the damned. 

To all this give me leave to add one Caufe more 
that feems atmoftfeculiarto our times ^the FaB ions and 
Dimfions in Religion^ and the fierce difputes^ and 
fearful wars and dev aft at ions that have happened there-* . 
upon in (^hriftendom^ within little more than a Century 
ef years. Hhofe men that are not very fond of Religi-- 
:on being inthefe dilutes and quarrels a kind of Lookers 
on^ have remarked both the great miftakes and foul, 
flay of thefe Contenders^ and have fometimes been 
Able to fatisfie thefnfelves that both fides were in the 
Wr^ngj and have much oftner fufteS^ed they might be 
fo^ and home from thence drawn one general Conclufion^ 
that perha^ all this^ buftkwas about a thing that had no 
real being in the world. 

Jndofthofe that have been engaged in Parties in 
theft horrible Broils^ I doubt not but when they have 
feen things fall out quite contrary to their ^xpeitation^ 
tho* fomt have thereby been weaned from theworld^ and, 
from thence have inferred how vain it was to put their 
truft in man or Any thing elfe on this fide the grave : 
yet others hsve turned Atheifts^ and catted in cj[ueftion 
hoth that God and Providence that governs the World^ 
hecaufe things did not go juft as they expelled they 
ftjould. ' > 

The vqry difficulty of chuftng the true Religion^ amidft 
the variot4s and contrary pretences^ hath made others 
turn mere Atheifts to fave themfehes the trouble of ex- 
. Amining their fever al pretences. 

The very wearineft and dijfati^ faff ion that others have 

mtt with in frequent changing their Religion hsme re-- 

duced them dt laft to a perfe0 indifference for ally and 

fome have taken fanSluary in down-bright infdelity and 

Jtbeifm^ ' The 



The Tranllator to the Reader. 

The abominable Hypocrifie of the late times when all 
the ViUanies that men could; be guilty of were ujherecL in 
by Fajls and Sermon upon Sermon from morning till 
midnight with a prodigious Zs^j ^^ ^.o lef apparent 
Knavery and inter ep: at the bottom j have had a very 
^i& effeSl upon others^ and made them conclude agdinfi 
all Religion for the fakes of thefe mcked Pretenders 
to it. 

The horrid perjuries aftd akominahle deceptions 
which havf of later years been praSlifedby our preten^ 
ded ^odly men^ have had their jbare too in this mUf 
chief 

* When there have at any time happened differences ' 
in Religion^ they have not only txcited nten to ufe 
the utmofi of their Reafons and Learning dgainft each 
othery but P4Jj$on and Wit too^ have found their admijj^^ 
on^ and the bitter Sarcafms^ biting jfeers^ and jbarf 
Scoffs that they have made ufe of each againjl other y have 
by decrees made^ aU Religiorttmap artd contemptible^ and 
expojed bvth the parties to the fcorn (f their common 
Enemy J andej^eciaUyof Atheifts. 

A man ^hat jball refeif jeriou/fy on all this^ witt 
hardly wonder that there jhould befo much Atheifm and 
Impiety as there^is^ but rather that there is any thing 
el(e to be found amongfi iu \ and certainly if the NoH^ 
on andSenfe of a God were not woven into the Nature 
ofMankindy and engraven fo deep in hii mind^ that it 
is utterly impc^ble totaUy to deface it : And laftfy^ if* 
God him f elf had not interefied himfelffor the preferv ac- 
tion of Religion J it wouldy it mufi have been long ere 
this time tot ally extirpated. 

Religion and Civil Government do mutual^ fupport 
each other J he thathasnoReligiony deferves'no Faith 
nor T^ufij he that does not fear Godtruefyj will never 
honour -his K/ng heartily ^ nor ferve him fioutly ^nd 
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The Tradflator to the Reader, 

faithfully, h has not been much regarded ferhafSy hut 
there is nothing fo certain^ as that a Ranting^ De- 
bauched^ godlefi Gallant is the war fi of Subjects ; if it 
fvere pcffible he could be faithful ( which t»hen itjball be- 
come his' interejt to be othermfe^ is not to be expeSted y 
yet his Crimes areinfe^ious^ and he carries Gods c/trfe 
tphere ever he goes. : 

/ grant he that wiU rebel againit his Prince for 
Con/cience-fake is 4 dangerous Subject ^ b^t then he that 
pretends to be TaithftU and Loyal without ij^ is na bet^ 
ter. Now this is another til effeU of our DivtfionSy that 
whilfl fomt are feduced by III Principles into difobedi-^ 
enae to ottr Laws, and hatred of the G overnment ; others 
have taken the liberty to vent another fort of Principles 
ihitt are deftrtt£ffve of Humane Society, Virtue and all I 
Government bath Civil and Ecclefiajlical; fa that be- 
twixt them both we are fitted for Ruine. 

Now both thefe infufferable mi f chiefs hofve been f^read 
nnd propagated by. the Liberty of the Prefj which hath ^ 
Midwi^^d into the World a number of Atheifiicdl de^ 
bauched Books as weB as paSlious and dijlo^l pieces \ and 
ihe former of thejeare as deftruStive to Government as 
*ihey xre to Religion ami good manners ^ without which ^ 
no Government can ffibffi long. 

And now to appfy^tUthis to my pnrpofe^ ^ f^Jy the 

^orfi thing thdf c^m ktide dman on this fide HeU:^ is to 

"be given - tip by God to vile m$d bafe AffeSiions^ and 

Rcmj.B*. • fhdt^ich the^ApofiU irii& efior«^o.«*/ the hatred of 

<Jod, which is the forefM$ner of Atheifm^ is the worjk' 

-and bdfefiy the mofidevilijb afftBion that can takepof 

ffjfion of a man J ^ out yeP is too frequently the effeSt of 

Bekaudhery^ Schifm^ Inttrnftmscyand ntgleB oftheSer^ 

^keofGodj )and therefore it is the interefiofall thofe 

'that have "My park ofGoodne/or Virtue kft^ to de- 

^J^t the paths ^tktt lead to this Precif ice, to^hor ^ 

tbat^ 



TKc Tranflator to the Rcadciv 
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that ecfnfany that may lead them infenfihly into this Gulf 
€f eternal Ruine^ and deftroy aU their Refutations and 
temporal happinefl into the bargain. 

2. That it is the inter ef of all that are exalted to ^^J^^^^Cxi^ 
f laces cf Power and Profit^ that have any {bare in theqa^ ad Deoi 
Government to be as tender of Religion as oftheJppleP^^^^^^^»^^ 
of their Eye ; to difeountenance Debauchery and Immo- nuri^"qiSdTn- 
ralityy and e^eciaSy Atheifm^ Blafphemy^ Per/V^, iufth accipiunt 
tommon SwearingjScc. to the ^t^ojl of their pomrs^^^^'r^^ 
and however never to employ or tYufimen of infamous ^^ntar, ut 
lives or wicked Principles. DcoihaUnti 

J. That it is theinttrejl of aSmen to endeavour /<2p^|jj^.^,if. 
put an end to our Fail ions in Religion by all the Lawful 
ineans that can be thought of. - 

4. Seeing all theje mtferies 1 have exprejfed have Liccntia arbi- 
Jprungfrom the abufe of Liberty and want of the execu- ^n^. '^J^J**^^^ 
tion of good Laws y and that we fee whither a licentious ^^^^ nunqaam 
freedom wtH at lafi lead uSj let us heartily fubmit to the fpontc confi- 
mcejfary refiraints of Discipline an^ Government 4^^ ^^^* ^••'f -^^V 
dread ho ftavery like that of being the bondmen ofLufi^ 
4tndthe drudges of the Devil. " ' 

- jind as tooiirDiffenters^ J dejire^ they would ferioujly 
tonjjder the State of the Churches beyond the Seas ^ df 
which this Author hath given fo exaH an account^ and 
then fefleU upon the little good they have got or done ' 
ij atl their oppofitions to that Religion which God by his 
Providence has eftablifbed amongfi us^ haw many horrid 
fns they have been guilty of under the mask of Reli- 
:gionj and perhaps more out of ignorant Xsal than in- 
tentional Wickednef: and lajtlrj how deeply they are . 
t oncer n^d in the Quilt of all the Debauchery and Atheifm 
of ihe prefent A^ty by weakening the force and abating 
the revere ffce f has is due, and in all pro^akilitr would 
otherwife have been paid to our Civil and EccleJiaJUcal 
Covernours. 
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ThcTranflaior to the Reader^ 

■ • 

Jnd beeaufe the very root of all our Divifions is a 
quarrel about our Ceremonies^ I defire^ they would- rer 
JleSl ferioujly ufor^the lajt SeBionofthis difcMrfe^ and 
if they cannot he faiisftd mth the proceedings of their 
SuperiourSj yet at leajl to abate fomewhat ^ theirs hi- 
therto inflexible Jlubbornnejf. 

And becaufe the fence of foreigners is like to he mort 
prevalent mth them^ than that of E nglifh meh who are. 
fufpeotedto b^ inter ejied^ I mil give them for a Conclu- 
fion the fenfe of a Learned ¥renchP fotefiant is^ the. 
fame cafe. The perfon I mention is the Author of the 
Hiftory of Calvinifm and Popery in ParMlel^ or^ an 
Apology for the Reformers and Reformation written^ 
again} Mf^ Maimbourg s Hifiory ofCdvimfm^ parte 

^^ It is fit to bekno^nin the firft place that Wky ( lailtli* 
^* he ) would not enter into a Schijmwith a Churchy nor 
^^ make any great cQntraverfiefor afmall number of Ce- 
^remonies: which being of no great ufi^ do yet do no 
^^ great injury to Religion ; andforthis^ Caufe we can^ 
^ not but h' concerned tt>fee a nnmber ofgpqd.and^devout 
^^peopk beyond the SeaSy out of an^xce(jh/e Zjial for 
* ^ thefimplicity of TVbrJbipy divorce themfelves from the 
^ ReligionrEfiabU^edhythe Prince and State^ becaiife^ 
^ ^^ofafewCeremomes^ cffmall i99M>rtancey the ufe of 
^^ which they will not endure^ Scmfm^isthe greateft of 
^^sdLevils; and if it were true that thefe Ceremonies 
^ did fo^' harm ;,yet they can never do fp much mif chief 
^as thefcandalof^etarationoful.Dii/iJionda^ But 
^ yet after all this, i believe thefe Ceremonies^ are in^^ 
^nocenty 4»dthat thefe ps^n .ar^ very, imfrttdcntiy of-^ 
^fended at^thm*^ 
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The Tranflator to the Reader. 

This Gentlemdn is no friend to Ceremonies ds ap^ 
fears by thisy and in what follows is very imfortunate 
with our Governours to lay them afide in favour of the 
DiJJenters; and yet be cannot hut call' the Separation 
made on that account a Schifm^ and an imprudent and 
^fcandalousone toOy and pronounce our Ceremonies inno- 
cent ^ which is enough to condemn our Diff enter s^ and 
make them liable to anfwer to God and Man for all the 
mifsry^fn andbloudfhed that have already hapned in^this 
quarrel or fiaBhereafter happen^ ^ 

And if the little Religion that is left in the World 
do with ft) mnch difficulty maintain it felf againjt the 
Atheifm that grows upon the age^ now that the Efta- 
. hlifhed Religion is defended by Laws, made venerable by 
. a few innocent Ceremonies; and the Countenance of our 
^ng and Government ; I leave it to all men to judge 
tphat would follow upon the breaking down our Fences^, 
and expofingit naked and without Authority to all that' 
f^ca^to putahelfing hand to the pulling it d&wm. 
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HE that fljaJl pompare tlft Pne&ot Tknfis. 
withthofo^thatare^Paft^ (hall hardly .fall: 
uppfl an Age^of more firfid Learning, cocr. 
celtent difcourfe^orin^nuQus Arts^ thaii:^ 
the Prefent. But then alas we jBnd by Qxpecience, 
that there was nev^r any thing fo gr€»t but it^left:: 
room for. its own Ruioe : for by how roudi the more, . 
Learning and Arts have Spread themlelv.es, into fo 
much the narrower bounds as Piety cont-rafted ; fi> 
that while the number of Learned men increafeth, . 
that of the Pious is daily diminiftied. Nt)t only the: 
Jefui^, but the Members of . the other Orders, 
though defpifed by the fercier in cooapawlbn ofs 
themfclves, do abundantly fliew that i^c Church 
^i Rome is r^leniihed with many Learned mfia.i 
Hence many have admiiretl how^it ;Qioilld come to ^^ 
{^S'tbat thk Keligion whi(^ Js compO^fcd wii&^^ 

ftti&i 
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ftri6J:, fupcrftitious, and artificial a refpeft to the wdl- 
being anchPolity of the Pope and Jeluits fliould not 
only abound with Atheifts, but even fcem to be the 
fourceof Atheifin it lelf. Thofe famous naen, the 
Elegant Theophilus SfiteUus^ the Religious Antbo^ 
nius ReiferHSj the once mpft Reverend Joannes M0U 
lerus y tut lQ2AousGisbertMsFoetif$s^ the Learned J^- 
fua ifnririyj, though they, have otherwiie at large dif 
CoWled of Atheifin, y^ they do not tough this buji- 
nefs. ' But to him that rightly coniSders it, the thing 
will not be obfcure : for Itafy Where the Seat of the 
Popedom is, produceth fiiblime and aftive Wits, 
who when they grow up^ accuftom themfelves to 
humane Learning^ Hiftory^ Criticks, l^oliticks^ and 
thole other ftudies which belong to Publick afl&irs 
^nd the fecrets of "State, who in the mean time de- 
fpife the ftudies of Piety, Scripture and Divinity as 
mean and eafie things which will contribute very 
little to their Reputations in the world. 

And altho^ lPe/r/i^ BeM^ is long (ince dead, yet 
there is ftillibmebrothier of the number of the holy 
Cardinals and Bifhops Vho can fuggeft (eafbnably to 
a young Divine, intent upon the Bible, that- thofe 
trtfiei do not become i-gnpve man. So tlmt thefe arb 
only Divines in name,' ^hilethey purfiie the afore- 
iaid forts of Learning, or any other rather than The- 
ology; efteeming it fitter for men of fmall capcity, 
and their Curates, than for men of thofe Elevated 
parts they are of: The Jefuitswhofe fupreme Law 
is their^Intcreft,do^heredexteroufly lead their follow- 
ers; fo? being weary of Diwnity and in our times 
very ignorant and unexpert in it,they are very anxious 
andcareful in the cultivating the Arts of Adraini- 
firing piiblick afllairs to th^ir own Ends ; raifingafid 
fomenting Warsy iearching into theiecretsof State, 

\ deceiving 
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jdeceiving the minds of Princes^ in finding out curi- 
ous things/ and fuoh as may beft ferve to divert the 
Cauft Ladies, and incoavgying Gun-powder with 
a Godly fimplicity under Kings ; and in other fuch 
like my fteries proper to this raoft ufeful fort of men. 
They will npt like their Predeceffors be troublefome 
to Priot^s in the publiQiing Commentaries and diJP 
CQUrfesQfl the Bible, they have their Ptrerius^ Bonfre- 
riuSy Cornelmf A Upide^ JanfeninSj Lorinus^ ^fii^^y Jur 
fiiniamns^MAJifis^SaHitiuSy Pif^tMs B,nd T/>/>/i^j,and thofe 
tHat takepleafuxe in them, may make ufe of them, and 
thiey \yho having nothing elfe to do, may write more. 
The preientlife needs other ftiidies, Jeremias Drtjfeli^ 
ifs and CaroliisScrivamds have writteij enough for Dc- 
YOtioji: Now let the balians help tht Italians, the 
books oUNmlas Machiavel^ and the difcourfes of 7>4r 
ja»us Boccaiim on Parnaffus^re to be now imployed. 
The prefent Pope lets a good ejiample to the Univerfal 
Chu/clj J who that he may feafonably and prudeiitly 
Cur|> the forces of the great T$$rk which hang as ai 
tloii4 over Tufy^ the Seat of the Popedom, fpares nei*. 
ther Cpuncpl, Labour, norchargQ^that notonly Fie^ 
;94 ms^^be delivered^ but alio that the Wars may be 
continued agaiaft tik Turks by the Emperour and his 
Confederates, and QQt be hinared b^ the Fremk fCingi. 
' But then how the Great men, Kings and Princes; 
fliould be induced and perfuaded to the trueknow*^ 
Itdg^of Jefus Chriftiand the ftu^Jy of Piety, and good 
\VQfks, and-diverted fcoiti Adulteries, the too great 
opfwroflion of their Subjc^s,fronai coveting that Which: 
i^ not their own,from ra(h add unjufi: wars ; thefe ber 
long to others, and not to the Pope, though he be re*i 
putc^the fuprem^ Bifhop. The Popedom is now up-^ 
lield b^Arms^ aod all other thii^s are trifles. I grant 
tJieCavrcfeofiRpfflFe hath not bad a bpft^ror tviferi 
. : .;u ^ C *• Pope 
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Pope than the prefent is, in this lafl: Age. But then all 
that love the Chriftian Religion and Chrift, cannot 
digeft this ; that he (b carelefly connives (that I may 
reprefent it fmoothty ) at the manifeft and apparent 
fins which flrike the eyes of the whole world, of his 
moft Ghriftian, mofl: Catholick Kings, and the Pro- 
tedors of the Faith, and yet thisgoodPope,if compa- 
red with others, does not once frown, but clearly di& 
fembles at all things, left he (hould lofe his Authority^ 
hisRevenews, and his very Kingdom ; which is not 
obfcurely aimed at bv fbme body. 1 know not whe^ 
ther it be the part ot a wife man to retain the anti- 
quated cuftom of fending Confecrated Clouts and 
Blankets, with the great peril of his Reputation, and 
in the mean time be too Prodigal and carelefs of the 
Epifcopal Correption and Admonition to the perfor-» 
mance of our duties, the amendment of our Neigh- 
bours, and laftly of all thofe things which tend to the 
good of ibme whole kingdoms.Some efteem the delays 
of this Pope in the conferring the Cardinals hats, and 
other Ecclefiaflical promotions as a principal part of 
his wifdom ; nor do I deny that there is in this a fecret 
which I caneafiiy conje^ure the caufe of: but to dif^ 
pofe of them at the Will and Recommendation of the 
Lord Protedor of the Faith (which new title is now 
on the Anvil at Rtmcy perhaps without the confent of 
the King of Poland^ the Duke oiLorram^ and the 
^ount of Starenburgy may feem toi:he wifer part of 
mankind too too profane and remote from the Divine 
and Apoftolical prudence. Alas whither does the 
Pope fall ! how bare^ced does Atheifrn approach this 
man \ Thefe great men have excellently plaid ttHsir 
parts aeainfl the common Enemy, and done that 
which Becomes (uch perfbns, andtnerefofe the Pope is 
bound to prefer their Clients, and thole they recom- 

m^end^ 
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mend, in the moft Holy Charch redeemed with the 
very blood and Torments of Jcfus Chrift ? that ^d 
the BodjTand Spoufe of Chrift may pay that debt 
^whicb the King Qihdy owes to thefe Noble men for 
preventing the dangers which threatned his kingdom. 
But thus our Lords the Popes do always proceed 
jvhere they difpofe of E<^cld[iaftical preferments ac- 
cording to the deafiire of great men, whatever be* 
/Domes of. the Edification and Salvation of the Church 
and its>fembers. 
IL The Youth of that Religion in the mean time 
* being ieafoned .with thefe fhidies and e^mples (if 
they have any, and have not foi^ot and loft all in the 
Camp,) is imployed as occafion terves in thole offices 
-which beooaie void, and purfues the fame courie of 
jife ; for the Church and Church a^irs are either 
committed to fbme Curate, who is for the moft part 
very ignorant, or are managed by thefe men fbcare- 
lefly and: negligently that they feem to mind nothing 
JeCr. They :are wholly taken op with the fiiblime Spo> 
culatibnsofthe Mathefflaticks, Criticks, the fecrets 
of Polity, theRishtsof Majefly,<:^<^. but they have 
either never tafledatail, or lapt like the ck^s in the 
Jy^'the Inftttutionsand Compendiums of Divinity, 
the methods of Do^ine, and the ExfM'e^ns and 
Phra&s of the Bible <affd approved Ciaffick Authors ; 
in the interim they are unconcerned fbr the truth of 
the Religion of tbftir foarefathers, and never attain the 
jsQOwledge of the Rsmdn Catechifm, in the courfe 
of their whole lives'; being oppreffed with a multi- 
ttide of Beautiful books,which tend more to their de- 
putation and Advantage, and the burthen of other af- 
>fidrs JbayefMn QBEihij^ Libraries where the Cateefaifln 
> Wasi: not. io bcftfffidi And from thence It procieeds 
that it b&icacce'anuMJgfl; them th^ I couki not 

C 2 withoui: 



-Hiftiiiotiig'fipQm Viob) andiaduftriousiittbee^GercHc 
of. Virtneiind Piety » tbaa they are now obftinao^y 
tingagedin tbe wickednue&and debaachery, and an 
iiD^MOusjcout&.ofitife^.NQC'iraiiidtiieyberte^ care- 
lUlrof Mroiogitlie Commajidnlonts oi the Bieft and 
gi^eatdft <abd ; chkn they are now feaiieis of the Dei- 
ty. Bttt tofpeakthe truth, ahnoft all of us do rather 
f&ittiM\^my^ and deteft the Kame^ than bear any 
AVIarilpibtn: «ikiiiittinds[lbe::c)i6 thuig^ 'whkb-wotdd 
^berM& be.tiefttfiedjiipy our Lives*. . A^iohs^ and 
|i^n^s.:< Fcrv^hatflodl 1! &y.? as I live,: sokI as I 
dn(troiQhrift.fliQ<^ih0wine mercy, I am afbtnied 
aod'gr4eyed*toifxakhaw-M/:eiive^.Can'tiiey believe 
£biiIUKVnii>t[ta}itg: of >tfiec&>iily Who liVej iittie better 
^toib^altt ? or.can tJteyJbe throc^Iy pcdWaded that 
j^l^ij a)ife\lrard laid up in. Heaven wr- the: Rig^tte* 
4v^i«;ft>0tttitfiunoEtt appomtbd in HeU fitr'the Widke4 
aYt^6KRte/efQ:.,to.break)theCDmmaokhneQts.of <iod 
hk Myt itfidigig^ ran if itfaejr iiihoi^l^ .@OD ^: wbrei ad 
fitit^t^ aaidlvai& finiadv wid) that their, SwSk ihonld 
{^msvil^chieic Bodies 8 andahhcT.welhouldgrant 
ihat them axiiifinne! .who! ftar 6dd, and doirtiC not 
idftt^Nidtt iffign.fiiBM^aBisiajid ioftid: ^miflaneoti 
•d<8rttti% 3«si#<# niaani hai i d^ler!ved,:iyet ^y art 
^ntiid^ei^ fi»dpaailG:ai]Klbinrany a$'iiia^ats^ 
^fkmsi itM : t^ imoothk^ df ^the. rich i\^//e : md yd 
hQ% ifloiUch.^ Ie&l8d|ieiiibn^t I of thd& whom the 
sk^jaf tbe'^dis^oerfidiicB ^redaiiafcom Wid^ed- 
jli^oaKl!:3nifiiic^'l tA zpiiQmAc m atbciKOheir 
lives f but wliat need is thereof many winfds? Nb 
toaan vigpixwfl[fy pnrfiie&hSiyenty things dealing hu- 
maael^ lnoMXa H ichfibiidilfTtfae: Ai^erof God agaifluft 
fia^iDCijnin^cHttigbL'hiS(>rVicisibr Virtue, jbp maii 
^a^(fai» bfietnsf biomiittedi^ctli^ Jeaift a^ctf Chb- 
lit^V^flo iniiaiisxcadlddtfiaaBi jEmeocfi by Moddly,«Nr 
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fromfinbytIiefi»rofGod j the lives ofall are fbpol- 
hitcd with great and abominable icnnies, that I need 
l^y notliing oft he lels and almoft daiiy faults ? 
; IV. Foraltho'if we will judge rightly, Xuxuryis 
thefeultof every Age, the over fiimptu'ous exgences 
in Diet, the cxceflive magnificence of Dinners and 
Suppers, Surfeits, Revellings, Whoredoms, Adulte- 
ries, Violence, Inj*iftice,neglea of good manners, and 
the like ; are diarged, as Sefxea obferves, by the men 
ofallAgesupon their own rimes, hbr was there ever 
yet any Generation ofmen without faults: and as 
the Gimc Philofbpher goes on, of this our Anceftors 
tareooroplaincd, wedq,anclburchildrenfhatl; that 
tiie Manners of men arc tdtally fubverted, Villany 
r^ns, and the aSairs'of Mankind go on impairing 
and defcending to all manner of Crimes : yet to (peak 
but the truth, m this Age of 6ursi the liberty of com- 
mitting any Villany is 6ncreafed to a prodigious' 
height: TheTiegleft of all Order and Difciplioe, the 
Pen and Corruption of eodd manners, and whatever 
elfc of Vice, impiety andtUrpitude can be conceived^ 
have aH of them fo prevailed, that Impiety and 
Atheifin do a'hnoft ftem to have invaded tnelive^of 
.men, and to have erefted tReir kingdom in Chriften-' 
dont; and to conclude, there feems to'be but littfe 
liberty allowed to Laws, and theutmoi^that is pofli- 
ble to Luft. I durft Avcrr, that in i " ' " 

debauched Age^ aU ferts CNfwicked 
ed to that degree, that k is fc^rce f ' 

thingID it, nor does iny improvcnn 
For what fort of Wickednefs arid V ^ 

which if it were fuppofed to be tl \' 

rtaka our times worfe and wic^e ^ 

Iceiag-weu'ccofimtothis^chate W( i^ 

be t<M of bitt Vices, ndr patientlj 



tJja^wehareJMAlydelet'vcd, ofif thisretelaniefew' 
that can endure it, yet even there, according to thei ' 
l^roverb, wed9but fingand teUfiiarJss totncDeaS: 
Either I am deceiy^ iwith the Tr^galim, ot tWs is 
hot the way to Heaven. Alas, alas, whatis becomb^ 
^f, Chtiftian Piety ? 
■ V.' &it omitting unprotitable complaints by which 
we ihall gain nothing, orvery little, ha.«ngthodgbt 
\:ery.oftcn with my ielf, from whence dbis fooUflmeft,; 
and vaft and Itoundlels Calamity could procted, I> 
relblvedat laH to inquure into'tiK cauiesof it, and; 
why we fliQuld go on lb iacopfideratcly, negligently, 
itfld^sitwetc, withour^eslhtit, inatbingofitlnt. 
i)atute,.that only our I^ety depemb uponilj butjfc 
fllayleemto belafefy it lelf. For tbecauics of this 
miichi^f being once found out and publilhed, it will, 
lonceive ) be difBcuit afterwatds, to find 
imediesforthisevili which if they prevail - 
e ol}ltinate, wjiatiiope is left.l know not, 
X there is any or no, God only knows. . 
VL And in the firft place, I conceive, the principal 
^nd chicfeHcaufe 6f this, to proce^ frodxthe nede3: 
of Youth and Schools: for in the firft pbce, and be^. 
fbre all other thities, Magifirates ought to.takc care: 
tlut parents nv)u0 educate i;heir children well, and> 
tin£hire them betimes with Chrillian Piety, , the 
:fiis Chrii^y and holy manners. And 
xymucht^e imercA of all GhriiUaa 
>tli tl^CivilandEccleGailical Cover.. 
% care tliat the -Youth be rightly and., 
ed, both by their Parents and Schod-i 
tors in the Univerfity, becaule in this ' 
totat^fety qf any Community cbni-i 
ire tte ought to benvery dili^t tol 
gp<^0[fBe¥dwtfsiothe Religious in^i 
, ll'li'' ' , "fusing 
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ftru&ing of their children, and in the improving their 
Scholars and Pupils by an excellent difcipline. If this 
had been done or might yet be taken care of ; certain- 
}y,Atheifin and Vice had never grown to that height 
they now are at, and without this, no Laws will ef- 
feftually prevail. For whereas Laws punifh Villanies 
that are already committed, a good Education pre- 
vents the perpetration of thofe crimes that may dc- 
ftrve achaftifement ; and whereas Laws correQ: Vi- 
ces, Education reftraiiis them, from whence we may 
take our meafures toobferve how much greater effi- 
cacy is in good Education, than in the beft Laws. , 
That I may not add, that thofe who are ill brought 
up, do after wards jput off all fear and reverence of 
thofe Laws that are made to punifli crimes. And 
therefore this was always one of the firft cares of pru- 
dent Magiftrates ; not what penalties they fhould in- 
flift upon lewd and wicked men, but how they might 
prevent their Subjects froni doing ill things. . And 
becaiifethey thought the moft likely way to eflfeft 
this, wastoaccuftom their Youth to live Well and 
Religioufly from their Infancy, and to iee that their 
Parents did Inftitute and Educate their children as 
they ought, they eftcemed it no finall part of their 
duty to take care of it. But how carelefs the Df^tch nis, andfeve^ 
parents are of performing this duty^ and how indul-*'^'^'^***'?^^- 
gent and remifethcy are towards their ofFfpring, isf^^^^^^,^ 
known to evfery body. Their children accuftom them- tbor was a 
lelvestodfelights and pleafures -from their tendereft ^°^^*°^^^* 
years, neither do they abftain from filthy and obftene 
dilcourfe, or impious and blafphemous words againft 
God. They wear Silk and rich cloaths of various co- 
tours. Military ornaments, Ingraven Breaft-plates, 
foreign habits, and great fleeves : they do aH things 
fiercely, confidently and impudently, and nothinj 

D wit) 
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with moJeriy and fhamefacednefs ; they revere not 
their Parents : for here, to the amazement of all men^ 
the children have acquired an abfblure dominion ever 
their Parents, and^e in pofleffion of a liberty not to 
reverence the Ancient, nor bear patiently with their 
equals ; and to conclude, they do not fb much defire 
as in fadl fhcw, that they can do what theyjifl: : they 
are neither deterred^ from evil by the reverence w 
men, nor fear of God, of which lafl they fearce ever 
heard : they take no notice of Religion and Piety^ 
and Ief$ of Virtue and Honefty, And to what pur- 
pofe are many words ? Parents in our times do fb cor- 
rupt their Children by their own lewd examples, that 
they cannot correct them with any Authority : for 
he that teacheth that in his own manners which he 
detefteth in his children, accufeth himfelf of his own 
crimes, whilli: he chides them for their^s. With what 
face I befeech you, can a man blame his child which 
he hath corrupted by his ill example ? when yet not- 
withftanding a Parent ought to fpeak nothing before 
}iis childrcn,which is not fit to be fpoken,nor to do any 
thing that is indecent or diflioneft to be done : but 
fhould rather live fb honeftly and religioufly, thajt his 
children may propoqad his w^y of living as a pattern 
• to be imitated, and by his example, as in a glafs, learn 
from their Infancy what topurfue and what to avoids 
tet Parents therefore reoiembcr that they are under 
a neceflity of livii^g welliand honefl:ly j and to take the 
utmoftcare that not tbekaft fbotftepof difbrder and 
turpitude may appear in their lives,that they may with 
the greater Authority correO: the manners of their 
children, left thofe vices they reprehend in them, 
fliould be found in theQifelves, and fb their reproofs 
lOfe their weight, and by their own defiiults the Au- 
^ thority of a Parent fhould b^tome vikand light with 
t^w own children. VII. And 
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VII- And now when children are grown up and 
fit to be difpoled of to Mafters, to be efp^cially 
then accuftomed to all right and honefl: Aftions ; and 
be inflrufted in Piety, good manners, and learning : 
.what then ? Why I am both alhamed and unwilling 
to (peak, but yet I will do it, rather becaufe I muft, 
than becaufe I would j and in the firft place, there is 
hardly any Schools to be found with us, but then how 
few gooci. Schools in Curla;$dy , Lithuama^ Livonia^ 
SmdelaHdj Deptmark^ in the Dukedom and Marquifate 
of CAr4'z/e,and in other Countries profeflTing the Evan* 
gelfcal Religion, God knows, I foundin my travels? 
yea, and how few of thole vi^hich are to be >foond in 
Holland, can bear the fcrutiny of Religious and Pious - 
men, who feekthe welfare, of that Common- wealth, 
and of Religion, without any refpeft of Perfbhs ; 
many befidesthy felf can be my witnefTes. Without 
doubt our Religion had made a greater progrefs, if wc 
had taken care to found more Schools, For, w^ecan 
never afcribe the great barbarity and ignorance of the 
Boors of LivonU and Curlmdy that I may not call it 
their AtKeifin, to any other caufe than the waiit of 
Schools.^ And the Devil and his Inftramcnts did not 
in any thing lb much contradift th^'EtttJrtfetit Lord 
"Jehn Fffhr^ Superintendent general of Li^vonia. as 
in his introducing Schools and Catechirmg. And the 
Lord ^«wer, and Lt)rd Horljty tiave fince experi- 
enced and perhaps do ftill experience the like JDjiabor 
Heal ftratagems^ thefc excellent nuen being the grtsat* 
eft of all Enemies to thdt. ki^gdom,The j^fuits 
learned more wit at bur charge,; and our.neglefts have 
afforded them a very plentiful hkrveft; But that which 
•is yet mere wonderful in this bufinrfs is this,that thofe 
in w!feofe power it is to Ercflk^St3tof6ls f nftfre. Vilfages, 
«hfiei^ they have childreniofthBr'aWrt^w^^ 

Da of 
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jf m Urn of Orth,odox Matters they are forced to commit tothc- 
corxtmiig Jefuits, and ^o run upon aa apparent and vifible miC- 
pputh&Z. chief ; yet thefe, upon certain unknown private and 
t!o;mbiiig of domeftick interefts, hinder the efie^iing this moft 
tpt^nUE^. excellent and falutary counfel hy all manner of ways, 
land. , Upon certain and frivolpus pretences. I do very much 

fear that in the great day of Judgment the fanlous 
and excellent virtues of trhe Heathens will condemn, 
our bale Avarice and injprobity ;. e^ecially the Cha- 
rity of Cmo» towards the Poor, and the. honefty, 
juftice and fidelity of the. two C/«/<jV. 

VIII. But even where there are Scbools,many Ma^ 
fters ( for I (peak not this of all ) do but prepare the 
way for A theifin. For they for the moft part that they 
may win the. lov€ of the children, , and not offend the 
Parents, treat their Scholars too reraisfly and fbftly, 
and do as it were overmuch loofen the rdins of dift;ir 
plinc, neither reftraining them from Vice by chajftifer 
ment,, nor reducing them to Virtue by good advice. 
The i;iquiry isnot now,wha£ a Matter fliould defire in 
his Sch,olar,but the Scholar would have ia theMaflrer,: 
They on the other fide dp not ground their SchoUrs 
, in Chriftian Piety,^ infl:rufl: them in the fear of God:; 
nor form.them to Modcftyandthe other ViriiOes«^They 
think they have mighty well and feifMully performed 
^ their parts ^ if they have.in.fbme depce inttruScd 
them m Learnij;ig and Arts ; but as for the knowledge 
ofPiefy, theienceofthe Catechifm, the Articles of 
Faith, with th^ir fbpr^tions in Scripture, as no body 
inquires afteirtlielp thing^' ifano body deliversthem, 
nor m truth-can.they ; ; the Matters themfelves being 
very ignorajjt of thofe Jioly things. I confefs fome bcr 

' ^^!5 ^A^ ^^- • -^"^ ^Wi^ers, hut with . what fervour 
'W 4®'f'°,f^'^P\^f "^ij^it is^t convenieHt to ^ak, 
Nor dothcy ^ tjie^ o«^V^ew thenaielves innocent 
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and afiable as Parents, but remifs and diffolute as 
companions. And hence it comes to pais that the 
Scholars delpife their matters, and become fierce and 
ixifblent, loathing, all thaf: is ggod, and of an infufFer- 
able ftubbornnefs. •. 

IX. I wifh the Ecclefiaftical and Civil Gover-^ 
nours- could wellconfider the greatnefs of this affair,, 
and in chufing School- matters would yield nothing 
to their affipftions, affinity, relations, dometticks, fer- 
vants or maids, nothing to the reeonrimendationsoc 
in treaties of their acquaintances, or even to mercy ; 
and certainly every body is not to be ma'de a Schpol- 
matter, upon any bodies recommendation, feeing the. 
Common-wealth is fb much concerned and interefted 
to have good and Learned matters let up, who may 
inure. the minds of children to Piety towards Gody, 
Humanity towards men, and adorn them with in- 
genuous nianners and difciplines^ 

X . And y;et it is impoffible to reprefent how carelefsN 
men now 2^ay s are in this great concern. I remember 
in my Travels, I vifited a fine City belonging to one. 
of the States of Holland^ where I knewa man wlia 
by the favour of the Magift'rates, was conttitutedt 
chief pra£tick Phyfician.of the place, and when his 
Penfion would nofc maintain him.and;l}is family, t4» 
Magiftrates asan Addition to it, gave him the. Go-? 
vernment of their School^ though he was utterly in? 
capable of it, and very ignorant of thofe things thaft 
might £t him for that imployment. I: fpoak nothings . 
of the Book ^ il^/zg^/^e Mtdisi^ thisJs enough for a^ 
wife man. On thc.other ride,the,b€ft and moft Leatnn 

ed ScUooi-mafters,whoare ofapprpved Liv^, ofcorat 
mendable njanner^, ^ndof a known diligenxieio t^ch^ 
ing, fcarc? fjnd any. acceptance any where, the.nm 
l^ajT^ed bav^dg foinrmu^ted thenafelvesiOfttlQ&iendf 



If The Origine cf Athelfm. 

* t 

fhip and acquaintance of the great men, and prevailed 
(b far upon them, that they thinrk none are fo fit to 
undertake the care of teaching children as thefe,when 
they are not better fitted for it, than an Afs is to be 
a Mufician. Nor can they teach any thing that is 
worth onre farthing : lb great is their ignorance, and 
yet they have an excellent faculty of concealing .it. 
Who knows not of what force kindred, the marriage 
of a Kinfwoman, or maid fcrvant if it fo happen, is in 
the difpofing of thcfc preferments ? and when by rea- 
Ion of their ignorance and want of experience, they 
find themftlves defHtute of that Authority which 
for the moft part attends Learning : to counterba- 
lance the reputation of the other Schod-mafters who 
are in Ibme places numerous, they do not only loofen 
the reins of dilcipline, that they may by that means 
increaft their Schools, but promife marriages tofonie 
of the great men ; by which means they arrive at that 
Teputation for Learning and Orthodoxy, that where- 
as before they were truly thought the mofl filly, 
wrangling heterodox fellows that could be,' in a mo* 
inent they become mofl Learned, Religious and Con- 
formable. So much is the man changed ! I will illu- 
ftrate this by aft example after the Schopl-cuflom ; not 
long fince two Students were calPd fiicceflively out of 
the Univerfity oi Kf^igsbtrg to undertake the Go- 
vernment of the School of one of the principal Cities 
of Livonia. The firft of theft fay the marriage of one 
of the great Cburclwnens daughters, was promoted 
in the Catbedjral Church without any difficulty, and 
kid down bis Scbool-mafters place with great repu- 
tation. Thektter, who brought with him a wife 
which he had married at Kjymgshtrg^ tho' he left no 
ftone unturned, and was perhaps equal to the former 
io Md Learning, coald never to this day attain the 

honour 
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honour of being a member of the Cathedral Church, 
and I fear never, &c. Of fb much greater value are 
women than men, that the husband fhines by a h"ghc 
he derives from the wife. -- . 

XI. Now when the School-mafters fiiffer the 
youth committed to their truft, * to be debauched and 
run headlong into all kinds of Wickednefs and Villa- 
ny, whole bufinefs it was with all poflTible care, in- 
duftry and feverity to curb their boldnefs and impu- 
dence, and correci their fiercenefs, petulancy and 
youth, prone to Luxury by fealbnable inftruQion, ad- 
monition and chaftifement; what hope is there: 
when they become men, and come to a greater age^, 
of reforming them ! for when both their Parents anc^ 
School matters fufrer them in all forts of Vices, and 
let them do what they lift, and never take any carc: 
to reftrain their exorbitances, what wonder is it if 
they become unable or hardly able to live without 
thcne Vices which they have been accuftomed to 
from their very infancy ? fb does cuftom become a 
fecond nature. Nor is it at all probable, that he that 
has lived loofely, and ill in his youth, fhould become: 
honeft and fbber when he arrives at manhood; nor ^ 
that he that was \Vickedly brought up, fhould be re- 
forniied when he is a man. So much is there in the: 
habits that firfl are taken up by children, and con- 
firmed by a long ufe. From whence comes it that > 
there are (o many A<iulteters,debauchers of Women,, 
Knaves,^ Drunkards, defperate and prodigal Spend- 
thrifts and Gamefters, fb many Citizens contami- 
nated with all manner of Villany and Wickednefs,. 
but froni this one fountain of the ill and perverfe Edu* 
cation and Government of Children? ^r they that 
attribute the debauchery of the Age to the Refbr* 
matiofl, do without doubt need Phyfick. That loofe 

and"' ■ 



iS The Origine of Atheifm. 

and impious Education and ill difcipline, whicli is 
now in ufe added to the negligence and dilToIutenefs 
of the Magiftrates, who are more intent upon their 
own private and domeftick advantages than the piib- 
lick good; that Fmay ndakc no complaints againft 
the Princes of the World, muft certainly bear the 
blame of all this Wickedneft. Thus you have the 
firft and principal caufe of the prefent Atheifm in my 
opinion. 

XII. And now I come to the next, whicli is the 
contempt of the Clergy and Church-men. I will 
not at large inquire into the Caules of this, nor whe- 
ther many of them have not brought this difefteem 
upon themfelves by their own faults : tho' it is not 
poflible that our Clergy fliould not be vile in the eyes 
of men, while they fee how bafeiy and poorly tncy 
feek Church Fundlions and Preferments: howcarc- 
lefs they are 6f their people, and unconcerned for the 
Glory of God. Now I lay, when men lee all this, is it 
poflible that they Ihould not defpife thofe who feek 
their own, and not the things of Jefus Chrift ? And . 
the very Clergy too. obferve at time the fmall efteem 
the people; have of tnem, as a^^cars by their frequent 
complaints in their Pulpits, tho* they either know 
not, or are pleafed to diflemble their knowledge of 
the Caufe, as if they abhorred the remedy more than 
the^ifeale. I will only add this,' that the contempt of 
the Perfbn, for the moft part brings with it a con- 
tempt of the Office. Now how deep this is rooted 
in the mindsbf the men of this Age, no man can be 
ignorant. I remember I heard a perfbn of no mean 
confideration at Amfterdam ufe thefe words, That he 
"v slued his Cat as much as he did his Minifier. Thus did 
an Evangelical hearer fpeak of an Evangelical Paftor/ 
If any that were not of the Eftablifhed Church had 

thought 
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thought a little undervaluingly of them it might have 
i>een born, provided it had not been attended with 
publick fcandal, becaufe they have nothing to do 
with them, as S> Pi/// bore with the Athenian Philo- 
ibphers, whocallM him Bab/ery andd fetter forth of AB.xjni\%. 
grange Gods : but when the Auditors who are com- 
mitted to his care defpiie his Admonitions and Do* 
£l:rine, as if they were too good and learned in the 
Scriptures, to faie intruded by fuch a man, as it does 
not ieldom happen that thofe who have wealth and 
power in the world, will hardly fubmit themfelyes 
to the Church-difcipline and inftruSion : there I fay, 
the contempt is not to beindured, becaufe attended 
with the contempt of the Minifiery, and tending to 
the great damage of the hearers. And to this pur- 
pofe is that of the Apoftle, let no man dejpife thee. For Tit. ii.is- 
I cannot allow the Expofition of Chryfofiom and 
others, who think that 7/V^was admonifhed to be* 
have himfelf fb, both as to his Dodrine and Life, as 
not to defervc to be defpifed. For altho* it is moft 
certain, that integrity of manners docs add to the 
Authority of the Teacher^ and render his Dodrine 
more acceptable ; and that a good life, as Primafias 
faith, makes the Doftrine of more Authority : yet 
the very found and fenfe of the words jfbew, tnat 
the Apoftle here does not prefcribe what Titus fhould 
do, but what others fhould not do. Job. Crocius upon 
this place takes it, that the Apoftle did not here fpeak 
toTituSy but to the whole Church of Cre^e, and or- 
dains, that feeing Tittu was commanded to encoun- 
ter with their vices and errors, and to defend the 
Truth and Religion, no man fhould be fb prodigal of 
his Salvation, as to deft)ife either his Perfbn or his 
Office, or prefer himfelf before him, as better or 
more worthy* For the word nr^^f^nm here ufed, 

E - \ as- 
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fts is obftrved by S. Hitnm. IVimhrg. and Fr. Bald- 
pin. Cemm.f.i 5oi.R fignifics thus much. When any 
one being confident of himfelf that he is better tbaa 
another, defpifeth hiffi whom he thinks beneath him. 
And as being above him in wiftlom, thinks the infe- 
riour perfbn worthy to be defpifed Therefore this 
is to be imprinted in the firft place, in the minds of 
all that belong to the Church, of what Order or 
Dignity fpever they are of, that they ought to be 
fbbjeft to their Minifter, becaufe all are finners who 
fland in need of Inftruftion, Exhortation, reproof 
and Coniblation, all which are adminifh-ed by the 
Minifters of the Church, by the word of God com- 
mendied to them,& therefore they are to be heard of all, 
[^ as the Mwifiers ofChrifi^anA Stewards ofthtMyfiti^ks 
ofGodJ} But if there be any that witt not hear, as the 
greateft part of the men of this Age will not, that 
they are not to be connived at, but to be rtbukedmth 
mU Authortty^. As the Apoftledirefts in the laft cited 
place out of Titu6^ that they may underftand ( faith 
the grave BMtd$nnm ) the Authority of the Miniftery 
excells aH worldtv Power. We hare already the heavy 
fentcnce reveated againft thefe defpifers, Luk.X.io. 
Matth. X. 40. ^h. XIIT. 20. But if there be any 
Drones and unworthy of the Miniftery, let them be 
ffriven out of the Hive. But as to thofe who teach 
thetruc Do&rine, and Religion, and Catechile iit 
publick and in private, and ferve Chrift and their 
people feithfully, without any vain hopes of 1 ucre oat 
of love : thefe I %, ought to have obedience, libera- 
fity, arid reverence flnewn towards them; left if we 
aft other wile, hv the juft judgment of GOD we 
ftiouki bcleftibmr to our felves, as to maintain Se- 
ducers, Hypocrites, mercenary men ; thofe that are 
coveteas of great Itevenues^ carnaLmen who are to- 
tally 
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tally unfit for that fpiritual work, idle bellies indeed 
of the Minifters of Chrift, and fuch as wallow in the 
very mire of Pjeafures and Riches, which hath aN 
ready hapned, not only to our fore&thers^, but to 
ibme of the moft flourifhing Churches of thefe times, 
as we fee with forrowful hearts. 

XIIL The ill, tho* frequent way of Preaching 
gives us the third caufe of Atheifm. The firft duty of 
a Preaclier, is to fet forth the Power and Nature of 
Religion, and the fecond is tX) perfwade men to Faith 
and good works, as all agree who know what it is. 
For it is in vain to exhort thofe men who are igno- 
rant of the force and nature of true Pofitive-Divi^ 
aity and Religion. But a great Ibrt of our Preachers 
having only lightly touched, or rather for the moft 
part totally negleded their Tejct, fall preiently to the 
exhortation^ which whoever does profecute without 
the knowledge of Faith and true Religion, does but 
pky the Philofopher inftead of ]:»'eaching Chrift, as 
Philif MeU»£thon has plainly pronounced in this af« 
&ir. I would not have the latter omitted, but I had 
rather they would much oftner handle the former. 
For feeing the Gofpel teacheth many things above 
our Reafon, it is not poflibie to know whidi is the 
true Worihip of Godand Religion, unlefs we know 
what the Gofoel teacheth. Therefore he will do 
moft good to the Church, tho' he will not at firft be 
fo acceptable as an Engliflf Mordifi^ who can beft fet 
forth the matter of Faith, which many ehfaer totally 
negle£t, contenting thenifelves with inculcating the 
precepts concerning manners, without delivering the 
fummof the Chriftian Religion, or do only lightly 
touching it, and yet after aU we wonder whence % 
comes to i»ls, that thofe that have ^ many years fre- 
quented our Sermons, being asked concerning the . 

E 2 heads 



22 The Origine of Atheifm, 

heads of the Chriftian Religion can give no account 

of them, when yet they never in all their lives heard 

much, ifany thing, of them. I lament the mifery 

ofthele poorfheep, but I (hall never more wonder 

at the multitude of Atlieifts, and of thole that are 

\ ignorant of all Religion. But infhort, if the truth 

may be fpokcn, the greateft part of the Preachers 

never learned the Compendium znd form of true Theo^- 

logie ; and what more can be expefted from fuch 

men ? But I know not how it comes to pafs^ that no 

Mechanickfhallbe fuflered to exercife a Trade, who 

hath not fpent a great time in learning of it. But 

all are fuflfered to preach without diftindtion or 

choice, nor do I at all regard the Certificates which 

arc ufiially given to young beginners in (bme places; 

for how, and at what price they are purchaled of the 

Profcffors is as clear as the light. But PauPs precept 

I Tim. Ill X was, that the Bifhop fhould be apt to teach. And he 

only will be fuch who has a right notion of Religion, 
and has by the affiftanceof the Holy Xihoft had ex- 
perience of the force and power of it in the various 
events of his life. For as a builder firft forms the 
whole building in his mind. So the teachers of any 
.Arts^ ought to have the whole Scheme of the 
Arts they profeft to teach in their minds that they 
^ may be able to (hew the beginning and Series, or or- 
der of all the precepts. But all other Arts,becau{e they 
may be comprehended by reafbn may be more eafily 
apprehended, whereas the Gofpeb which contains 
[o^£Sr^^^ things above, and agai$fjl the judgment of rea- 
III t»^,yiz.tibi^(bn, is not apprehended without difficulty, and 
^^.^*^^j^^^ therefore the Preacher is obliged to take the more 
^m^m^ttb^ pains that he may render the moil obfcure things 
iudffum^ plain. And be will then be able to do this, when he 
wJ^if^Sw^s poffeiTed hii o^wnmind with a comprchenfiv^ 

: know- 
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Irnowledgc of all the Dextrine of Religion before he 
begins to teach others. Therefore it will never be labo* 
Fious or difficult to fucha Preacher to invent what he 
ihould fpeak ; but rather his: prudence is to be imploy- 
ed in the chufing out of the great variety and plenty, 
what majf feem moft profitable and ufeful, for the 
whole Ctiriftian Religion is of a Divine Original, and 
being delivered to us in writing by the Prophets and 
Apoftles, thole writings are to be followed. Kowiti 
this, the firft thing is,, to underftand rightly thofe 
things which he has undertaken to handle : for no 
man can clearly teach another that thing which he? 
doth not throughly underftand himfelf. That Verfc of ^ 
Horace is very common : 

Y'erkaque fr^n^ifAmnm Hbn iftviufiqmniur. ^ 
For unforc'd words wait on a well known things 

Nor does any man attain the knowledge of the holy 
Scriptures by ftudy only ; but it is neceffary that by 
inftru£tion of the Holy Ghoft he fliould feel the force 
of them in his6wn mind, and ib be able by his own 
Experience and Praftice to interpret them. The next 
thing required in a good Preacher is, that he have a 
rood way and manner of interpreting or expreffing 
limlelf ; which is delivered in thoJe' precepts by 
which youth is inftruGed in Eloquence or Rhetorick.. 
For no man can ever know the way of teaching well 
if he be not well inftrufted in Eloquence in his youthc 
and be very mucb,and a great while converfant with 
thofe Arts, in which the precepts of Rhetorick are: 
contained. And then an Interpreter ought to know 
the Geniusof the language, for the* holy Scriptures 
have a certain peculiar Idiom and Phrafe^ which 
thofethatare noi acquainted with it from their youth 

cannot 
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